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3 : 0 0 P M  
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NEXT -SOCIAL GATHERING  12/20

SPIRITUS SOCIAL THIS SATURDAY! 

Thank you all for your flexibility as the weather last Saturday was awful
and driving conditions were not good. We are excited to be able to still
have our gathering this week on Saturday December 20  from 2-5pm at

the Bergamo Center in the Fireplace Lounge. 

th

Don’t forget, we are also meeting on Sunday December 21  for regular
gathering. 

st

All donations are due in no later than the 21 . Please bring the donations
of warm socks and gloves to the social on Saturday for the social as they

will go in the respite bags. 

st

Set your calendar for our Holy Family Mass on Sunday December 28  at
10:30 am in the Queen of Apostles Chapel. 

th

We hope to see everyone there! 

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
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PRAYERS AND
INTERCESSIONS FOR OUR
COMMUNITY

O COME O COME EMMANUEL  

In our house we sing or listen to O Come O Come Emmanuel
when we light our Advent wreath. When the kids were little, we

sang it in English, Latin, and then a third different language
each week. Now that my kids are older and we all get up at
different times and are racing off to different locations for

work, we all light the candles at different times of the day when
we have a moment or need a moment of quiet. I still love to

listen to music as I bring light into my home during this sacred
time of preparation. Please enjoy this link and video of O Come
O Come Emmanuel on these dark mornings as we prepare for

the Light of Christ to be born in our hearts. 

O COME O COME EMMANUEL 
SUNG BY CHRIS TOMLIN

For all those in our community,
those that we love, those who are

alone, those who are grieving,
those in war torn areas, those

without anyone to pray for them
and anyone else in need of loving

support, prayer, or comfort. 
For all our prayers in our book of

petitions. 

For all those who are sick, afraid, 
and without care, love, or means to care 

for those they love. May they be safe and find 
the help they need in world full of difficulties.

For those in our community struggling at this time of
year. May they know love, feel peace, and keep the

presence of the Holy Spirit close to them through this
Advent Season.

For all those who have coworkers, friends, 
family, and acquaintances who are in need 

of prayers, support, and love 
at this time. 

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://youtu.be/UH7asSGxAxA?si=XeGmEKlQHixWXecp
https://youtu.be/UH7asSGxAxA?si=XeGmEKlQHixWXecp
https://youtu.be/UH7asSGxAxA?si=XeGmEKlQHixWXecp
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Register to help setup SPIRITUS Gatherings
Please sign up online at https://givepul.se/gw0wzw, or use the QR code below which
will take you to the Spiritus scheduling website. Once there, scroll down to see the
published events, then click on the event that you would like register to help. 
There are three event shifts available:
1) Setup at 2:00pm: 
2) Greeter at 2:40pm: 
3) Last one out: 
If you have any issues signing up, please email Linda Skinner 
at scheduling@spiritus-mlc.org. We thank you in advance for your support. 

COMMUNITY INFO

Check out this lovely article about Dave Chesar, former QAC member. 
CLICK HERE TO READ

Dear Spiritus Friends, 

It's with great pleasure that we announce the resounding success of our
Change and Be Changed (CABC) fundraiser, held on December 7! The event
was a wonderful celebration, with St. Nicholas' Golden Book and the
traditional treats (Grittibenz) served alongside hot cocoa, both of which
were warmly welcomed. We will forward the Golden Book entries and the
Grittibenz recipe with our next update in a couple weeks. 

We're still receiving donations, so we'll be postponing the announcement of
the total funds raised and the issuance of tax receipts. 

Above all, we'd like to extend our sincerest appreciation to Spiritus for their
remarkable generosity, which has been bringing joy and support to our
friends in Northern Malawi and Southern Tanzania for many years.

Elisabeth and Thomas

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://givepul.se/gw0wzw
mailto:scheduling@spiritus-mlc.org
https://edition.pagesuite.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?guid=3072d370-4189-4ba0-8ce3-7c195ab83859&pbid=66ab59ea-5cfc-438d-83e4-dc9e4a34f79d&share=true&appcode=DDNFEE&utm_source=app.pagesuite&utm_medium=app-interaction&utm_campaign=pagesuite-epaper-html5_share-article
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Thank you to all those who help with the streaming and make it possible

Viewing of all past meetings are available on the Spiritus website. Just click the
banner at the bottom of the page for access. 

If you are interested in being trained to stream meetings, please see Kevin Skinner
or send inquiries to contact@spiritus-mlc.org  
To rewatch all past meetings click on the link for our website at the bottom of the
page.  

REMOTE VIEWING

UPCOMING
SPIRITUS EVENTS
 

December 20 : Spiritus Christmas Party, 2-5 PM Bergamo Centerth

Fireplace Lounge
Food for the Journey - Respite bag assembly

December 16 : Spiritus Prayer Gathering, 3:00 PM, Madeleine Roomth

December 28 : Spiritus Mass for Holy Familyth

10:30 am at Queen of Apostles Chapel

The Guilfoos have two tickets for SUFFS Thursday 2 April at 7:30 at the Schuster. Seats are
located on the left aisle about halfway back from stage – Door 3, Row L, seats 1,3 (yes they are

right next to each other on the aisle).
Original cost is $270. We are willing to let them go for best offer over $200. 

Steve Guilfoos 937-609-8217 sguilfoos@woh.rr.com
 

Suffs is a musical with music, lyrics, and a book by Shaina Taub, based on suffragists and the
American women's suffrage movement, focusing primarily on the historical events leading up to

the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1920 that gave
some women the right to vote.[1]

The show premiered off-Broadway at The Public Theater in April 2022. It opened on Broadway on
April 18, 2024, at the Music Box Theatre, where it received mostly positive reviews from critics. It
was nominated for six Tony Awards, including Best Musical, winning two, for Best Book and Best

Score.[2][3]

 

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
mailto:sguilfoos@woh.rr.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaina_Taub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffragists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_suffrage_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffs#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Off-Broadway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Public_Theater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_Box_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/77th_Tony_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Award_for_Best_Musical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Award_for_Best_Book_of_a_Musical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Award_for_Best_Original_Score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Award_for_Best_Original_Score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffs#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffs#cite_note-3


With Advent here, Bergamo is excited to roll out a new program: a School of Prayer Advent
Series hosted by four of their certified spiritual directors. Please consider taking a step
back from your busy schedules to enter more deeply into the meaning of the season. You

can attend one, two, or all three sessions (and lunch and coffee are included)!

Follow the link for an extended description and registration information:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1909687740439?aff=oddtdtcreator 

We hope to see you at Bergamo during the upcoming Advent Season!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1909687740439?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Miami Valley Immigration Coalition 

The Miami Valley Immigration Coalition, MVIC, pantry
has pressing needs  for  DRIED beans, INSTANT coffee,

masa flour, dry or canned milk, cooking oil 32 Oz or
smaller, small bags of sugar, holiday treats and mixes. 
They still need $25 Kroger gift cards, toddler clothes,

and art supplies. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE
CORNER

All Advent donations should be dropped off this
weekend. Donations of warm socks, gloves, etc, for
Food for the Journey should preferably be brought

to our Spiritus Christmas Social on 12/20, where we
will also be filling respite bags for FJP.

Donations for Family Promise Adopt-a-Family are
due by Sunday so the family can have them for

Christmas. Also please bring your Kroger gift cards,
food, toddler clothing, and household supplies for

Miami Valley Immigration Coalition on Sunday,
though these are not quite as time-sensitive.  

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
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Check out the new edition of 
Marianist Family Online!

https://www.marianist.com/familyonline/  

MARIANIST FAMILY
ACTIVITIES AND

PROGRAMS

STAY CONNECTED !
MARIANST FAMILY - https://www.marianist.com
MARIANIST SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLABORATIVE - https://marianistsjc.net
MARIANIST LAY COMMUNITY OF NORTH AMERICA - https://www.mlcna.org
MARIANIST ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER - https://meec.center
NORTH AMERICAN CENTER FOR MARIANIST STUDIES - https://www.nacms.org

 If you need to change any contact information, please let us
know by responding to this email or by writing any changes
that you need to have made on the clipboard available by the
nametags at each Spiritus gathering. We want to make sure
that everyone is getting information in a way that is helpful
and suits them.  

SPIRITUS CONTACT
UPDATES 

If there is anyone who is seriously ill or facing a significant
surgery or procedure the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick is available. 

You can call the Spiritus office and leave a message if it is
something that can be scheduled in advance, or if more time
sensitive, you can reach out to Fr. Tom. His telephone number
is 937-903-0943.

https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://spiritus-mlc.org/
https://www.marianist.com/familyonline/
https://www.marianist.com/familyonline/
https://www.marianist.com/
https://marianistsjc.net/
https://www.mlcna.org/
https://meec.center/
https://www.nacms.org/


 
p.s. Summer 2026 Retreat Dates: July 7 to 11 and July 21 to 25 

Feel free to share with interested families or volunteers! 

 
(If you have questions, please contact Brother Joe at 314-753-3219) 

Gratefully, Brother Joe Kamis and the Core Team 

 November 12. 2025 

Dear Marianist Family Vacation Retreat Families, Volunteers, and Friends, We

send you greetings from Governor’s Island and wish to provide some 
updates regarding the Family Vacation Retreat Program. Last summer, our week 
was a huge success! We had a full house with 40 family members and staff! The 
core team is already hard at work planning for summer 2026, when we hope to 
offer two weeks of this experience which is so beneficial to today’s families. 

To say that the Marianist Family Vacation Retreat runs on a shoestring budget 
would be accurate! We work very hard to keep the program as affordable and 
accessible as possible for interested families. 

Last year, thanks to the generosity of our friends and donors, we were able to 
purchase a new grill, new porch chairs, and keep the retreat pricing affordable. 
Additionally, we offered our first ever “Come & See” day which introduced new 
young families to our program. We continue to be touched by the myriad 
donations of time, resources, finances, and prayer by friends like you. 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we are reaching out to ask you to discern the 
possibility of making a financial or other donation to support this important 
ministry. Please note that this is our only official “ask” of the year. 

If you’ve participated in the program in the past, you may have fond memories of: ● Morning prayer, fabulous skits, and Pecos Mime 
● Afternoon tubing on the lake, fishing fun, and silly songs 
● Sunset cruises, Family Olympics, and renewing vows in the chapel 

If each family, friend of the program, or volunteer were to give a $50.00 donation 
it would be a huge help, but any amount would be appreciated. If you wish to 
contribute financially, please make a check out to “The Marianists” and mail it to 

BrotherJoeKamis, S.M.
Governor’s Island

9636 Lakeshore Drive East 
Huntsville, Ohio 43324

ErinBockrath,Angela &BobBolton,Tim&M.E. Dillon, Sophia&TimothyHosford,
 Anne Petratis, Martha Saurine and Bro Don Smith 
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SPIRITUS CONTACTS
LEADERSHIP TEAM

Matt Naveau - Community Coordinator -
     matt.naveau@spiritus-mlc.org
Linda Skinner - Temporalities Coordinator
     linda.skinner@spiritus-mlc.org
Chris Sitko - Formation Coordinator
     csitko24@aol.com
Chris Bohmer-Stewart - Social Justice Coordinator
     bohmerstewart_1@hotmail.com
Tom McCrate - Finance Coordinator
     tom.mccrate@spiritus-mlc.org
Open - Spirituality Coordinator
Steve Guilfoos - Community Rep
     sguilfoos@woh.rr.com
Sharie McKenny - Community Rep
     Sharon.mckenny@gmail.com
Eddie Simpson - Community Rep
     Eddie4087@gmail.com
Fr. Tom Schroer - Spiritual Advisor
     tschroer1@udayton.edu
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